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What are Feminine Genital
Mutiations (FGM)?

They are all those practices that are rooted
in tradition, which alter the woman®s
external genital apparatus in a permanent
manner.

But why are they practiced?

There are those who say that religion
demands it. In reality no religion prescribes FGM.

Some beleve that they are a bypical practice of the
Eslarmic raligion, avan if thara s no indication in anmy
Sura of the Koran of a feminine genital mutilation.

There are those who say that excision

is the equivalent of male circumeision,

In reality mals circumcision is innocuous - it is mot
disabibng - wharaas through the genital muliation
of women a functioning organ is amputated.

After excision, lost
integrity cannot return.

There are those who say that it guarantees
the purity, virginity and fidelity of women.
I raality the behaviour of an individual

iz the result of values and feelings.

There are those who say that genital
mutilations contribute to women's fertility.
In reality they are often the cause of sarious
infections, which can also resull, besades
athar effects, in mfertility.

What really happens
to our daughters?

Tha FGM can hawe ssrious afler-efiacts an their physical and
miental health: curing the operation, hasmorrhages, infections,
fever, shock, sapticasmia and tetanus can sel in. even resulting in
chzath, Frequently they are the cause of pebic infection, infection of
utarus and vagina, and other sanows atier-affacis that can lead to
the formation of a neuroma fumaor of nervs] and wikovaginitis.
They causa difficullies and pains during mtercourss,

as well as Imeguiar and painful menstruaations.

Casas of difficulty in woiding one’s bladder, incontinence,

vaginal calcull, wpersenaitivity of the genital area

and infartiity ars akso fraquant.

Im addition, iInfibulated women hawe many probdems during
labaur bacausa of the aperation thay undansant, and

need particular care during delven:

& profonged labowr can causa an infrautening death, whereas

an obstnacted lebour can causs the logs of the fehs,

In order to be able to ghwe birth in a8 natural way, a woman
must be de-infibulated. Re-infibulations, especially
if repeated, cause further irreversible damages.

Im addition, mutilation, the painfulness of the practice and
paniul manstnetion can cause anxialy and depression.
Thera s no surglcal technique which can remedy

a clitoridectomy, or restore the erogencus senstivity
of the amputated apparatus.

Some African countries have adopted specific
laws on the matter of FGM, providing for severe
punishments to those who violate these rules
[relatives and material perpetrators): Burkina Faso
{1996), Cote-d'Ilvoire (1994), Djibouti (1995),
Egypt (1997), Ghana (1992), Senegal (1999),
Tanzania [1998), Togo [18598). In the majority
of the African countries FGM are punishable,
because they violate human rights, physical
integrity and are a form of physical violence
(serious or very serious personal injury).

What do
the laws say?

Africa

ho African governments declans their support for FGM,
wid they hive dificully in camying out concngbs nilizlives
for rooting out this settied custom.,

African Conventions
African Charter of Human and Peoples’ rights (1981)
Art. 4 “Humnan baings ara nvidlabie, Seery human being
should hawve the nght fo the respect of hizder ife and fo
It irvdagnity of histhar persan, Nobooy can be arbifraniy
deprived of thiz right”.

Additional Protocol - Maputo, July 10-12, 2003
Articles 2; 5; 6, 18 are speciic to the sirugake for the
eradication of FGM and harmiul practices. They stata,
furthermore, that FISM violate the fundamental Aghts o
Afnican woman and young girs,

Declaration of Addis Abeba on violence against
women derlved from traditional practices.

I thiss clecument roudilations of femining genitals are defined
as a violation of the most universel human rights, including:
* fhe right bo lite;

= tha right to protection egainst cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatments;

tha right to self-detarmination;

the right to physical intagrity;

tha right to haalth;

the right to protection againet discriminaticn.

Charter of the rights and the wellbaing
of African children
Art. 21 “Frotection sgainst megaiive social
and cetural pracices”,
The States which signad this Chartar must take all the
progper steps lor abolizhing the customany, social and
cultural practices harmiul for the wel-being, the normal
growith and the development of maledfemale children
and in particular;
A, customa and practices detrimantal
1o the Fugalth of malesTarnala chidnen;
B. customa and practices discnminating malediemeks
childrgn on the Dase of Sex or olher Causes,



